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THE RECORD. 



Now that the Madison Literary Club has entered 
upon the tenth year of its quiet, unobtrusive life, it 
has been thought that it might prove interesting and 
instructive to all of us, old members as well as new, 
to briejfly scan the various stages of the club's devel- 
opment. 

At the outset of this review, the fact must be rec- 
ognized that Dr. Hobbins, who may well be styled 
our Perpetual President — having served as such 
throughout the decade, with the exception of one 
year — is likewise the Father of the club. Nearly 
a half century ago — in the year 1840, to be exact — : 
he became allied with a literary society in Brookline, 
Massachusetts, where he was then resident. This 
society met at the homes of its members, much as the 
Madison club does to-day, and possessed many other 
characteristics with which we are familiar in our 
own organization. Soon after the doctor's removal 
to the Wisconsin capital, in 1854, he made an earnest 
attempt to plant the Brookline idea on our soiL But 
this city was not then the literary center which 
every loyal member of the Madison Literary Club 
agrees that it is to-day, and the doctor's missionary 
efforts were, at the time, without avail. The city 
in after years was not altogether devoid of clubs de- 
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voted to literary and artistic culture, but they were 
generally unorganized, lacked staying qualities, were 
diffuse in method, and not at all founded on the 
doctor's ideas of what a true literary club should be. 
From time to time he repeated his endeavors, in the 
direction of careful organization and definiteness of 
purpose, but the seed he so persistently sowed fell on 
stony ground, until September, 1877, when Miss 
Ella A. Giles fell in with the doctor's suggestion^ 
and promised active cooperation in what at fibrst 
seemed a thankless and forbidding task. One even- 
ing in that month, the exact date of which is now 
forgotten by the participants in the affair, Doctor 
Hobbins and Professor Easmus B. Anderson (now 
minister resident and consul-general for the United 
States, at Copenhagen) gathered at Miss Giles' resi- 
dence, 451 West Wilson street, by her invitation, 
and there and then these three persons quietly 
blocked out the plans for the Madison Literary 
Club — Miss Giles and Professor Anderson standing 
sponsors, as it were, for the doctor's child. The draft 
pf a constitution was adopted, practically that of the 
old 'Brookline society, the scope and methods of the 
projected club were discussed, and a list of persons 
of acknowledged hterary taste, to be invited to join 
the movement in its inception, was determined upon. 
At the time, for policy's sake, the facts concerning 
this humble origin of the association were not di- 
vulged, and when a verbally-called meeting of the 
invited persons came to be held in the room of the 
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State Agricultural Society on the evening of Mon- 
day, October 1, none but the organizing trio were 
clearly aware of the identity of the projectors. At 
that meeting there were present a dozen ladies and 
gentlemen, about equally representing the university 
and the town. Doctor Hobbins was called to the 
chair and Mr. Charles N. Gregory officiated as secre- 
tary. Various plans of organization were informally 
discussed by President John Bascom, of the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin, Doctor Hobbins, Professors Wm. 
F. Allen, R. B. Anderson, O. M. Conover, William 
J. L. Nicodemus and W. W. Daniells, Secretary of 
State Peter Doyle, Mr. C. W. Butterfield, Hon. 
H. H. Giles and others. The meeting adjourned for 
one week, the following committee being appointed 
to draft in the meantime a constitution: Doctor 
Hobbins, Professors Anderson and Allen, Mrs. Sarah 
F. Dean and Miss Giles. 

The next meeting was held October 8, in the 
room of the State Horticultural Society, in the capi- 
tol. There were present on this occasion Dr. Hob- 
bins, Mr. Butterfield, Professors Allen, Anderson, 
Daniells, Irving and Parkinson; Mr. Doyle, Rev. 
Charles H. Richards, Hon. H. H. Giles, Mrs. H. M. 
Lewis, Mrs. S. L. Sheldon, Miss Jennie Field and 
Miss Giles. Doctor Hobbins occupied the chair 
and Professor Allen acted as secretary. On behalf 
of the committee, Professor Allen submitted the 
(Constitution agreed upon — based on the original 
draft — which was unanimously adopted. Remarks 
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were then made, all of the speakers being unanimous 

in the opinion that there was a hopeful outlook for 

the new club; and the following officers were 

elected, — to serve, also, as the executive committee : 

President — Joseph Hobbins, M. D. 

Vice-Presidents — John Bascom, LX.. D., and Mrs. S. L. 
Sheldon. 
Secretary — 'M:iss Ella A. Giles. 
Treasurer— ^Isi, Charles N. Gregory. 

The first regular meeting, for work, was held in 
the parlor of the Vilas House (now the Pioneer 
Hotel), Monday evening, November 5, 1877. Pres- 
ident Hobbins opened the exercises with an address 
clearly outlining the aims of the organization. As 
this suggestive paper from the Father of the Club is 
practically the platform upon which the association 
has ever since stood, it is fitting that it go on rec- 
ord, unabridged. 

PRESIDENT HOBBINS* ADDRESS. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: — This club, as you are 
aware, has been organized for two special purposes: 
the cultivation of literature by bringing together 
persons of literary taste, and the promotion of social 
intercourse in this particular class. 

The organization has been called a club, simply 
because, according to the definition of this good old 
Saxon word, it is a club — '' the expenses bemg di- 
vided into shares or portions ; " and literary, because 
this specifies its purpose. 
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It has been thought best to confine it to persons 
of literary taste, for the reason that such persons 
not only form a distinct class in the community, bat 
are deemed the most fitted to carry out the object 
of the society so far as pertains to literature. 

There is, as we all know, a very great variety <rf 
tastes in the world, each having its devotees; ncMr 
does the world quarrel with these because they pre- 
fer, some to worship one art, and some another. 
But of all these tastes, that of literature takes the 
precedence, thus properly enough furnishing a good 
reason why those who possess it should bind them- 
selves together in a society like this. To speak 
more plainly, a taste for all those arts which appeal 
to the senses, such, for instance, as an uninformed 
and unintelligent taste for paintings, statuary or 
scenery, is, you must admit, not to rank with a taste 
for literature, which is from its very inception intel- 
lectual in its nature. 

A taste for literature, then, is a purely intellectual 
taste, while a taste for the other arts may be, very 
frequently is, but more commonly is not, intellectiMd. 

If these views are correct, then is our position or 
organization legitimate and justified. But have we 
the material in this city for the formation of such a 
club? Unquestionably. Is not this the seat of the 
State University; is not this the capital of the state^ 
the center to which the intelligence of the whole 
state tends? — not claiming, however, that it cen- 
tralizes here. Do not the religion, law, politios^ 
2 
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science, art of the state, as represented by their par- 
ties or societies, all hold their gatherings in this 
city — all exercising that kind of influence upon us 
which may justly enough be called intellectual? 

But exclusive of these last influences, which are 
mostly external, there are many other equally po- 
tent internal influences to be found amongst us, con- 
sisting of our character for education, for social 
status, for the possession of both public and private 
libraries, for a knowledge of society, for travel, for 
efforts in periodical literature, for the production of 
independent works, and for the almost annual for- 
mation of societies for literary culture — all serving 
to show that the material for a society like this is 
abundant around us. 

In order, however, that we may not be misappre- 
hended, or seem pretentious in the assumption of 
this character, it is perhaps proper, before saying 
anything more of our organization, to specify what 
is meant by literary taste, the only qualification of 
membership. If it is permitted us, we should say 
that a fine taste in reading or writing, or both 
combined, properly constitute the literary taste in 
question. Addison, however, defines a fine taste in 
writing to be " that faculty of the soul which dis- 
covers the beauties of another with pleasure and the 
imperfections with dislike." Apply this definition, 
as we may with the greatest propriety, to reading as 
well as writing, and it must appear to you as to 
me conclusive on this point. 



THB RECORD. 15 

Bat how shall those of similar literary taste be 
brought together? This is the question for us to 
solve. Some, presumably, like those present, are 
ready for the occasion, but what shall be done with 
the unready? Some of these, from habit, super- 
sensibility, or other cause, ignoring the truth that 
"the leaf that is rolled up in itself withers," so 
"keep themselves within themselves" that there is 
no getting at them. They are, to use an old Scotch 
phrase, like "ane o' thae canny bodies that hae 
lockit themselves up sae safely that they dinna ken 
whaur to find their own key." The late respected 
Mr. Lapham's name, it is truly said, was better known 
among the scientists of the east and of the old world 
than among the people of Wisconsin ; and if I am 
not greatly mistaken, we have at least two literary 
gentlemen in this very city who are better known 
and more appreciated in the literary circles of 
Europe and in the eastern states than they are here, 
where they live, labor and have won their high repu- 
tation. Surely this ought not to be. It reflects 
upon us as a people, and above all would serve as a 
keen and damaging weapon in the hands of the 
maliciously disposed, wherewith to scarify our " lit- 
erary taste." 

We repeat the question, how shall such persons as 
these be brought together? By just such a society 
as this, in which every member must be made to 
feel it his or her duty to gather them in. The 
Spartan law would not allow the studious man to 
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live apart from the community, and Locke says 
'* ever}'^ one according to what way Providence has 
placed him in is bound to labor for the public good 
as far as he is 9.ble, or else he has no right to eat." 

People of similar literary taste are then to be 
brought together by the efforts of this society, not 
only for the pleasure and profit which they are to 
derive from making each other's acquaintance, bat 
for the pleasure and profit which they are to derive 
from the society. 

In all ages we find that men of letters have sought 
the society of each other either through clubs or other 
places of resort, polishing, refining and perfecting 
each other. The Augustan age is a happy example; 
so too is the golden age of Elizabeth. It may, in- 
deed, be said that no class of men either enjoy or 
are capable of enjoying social and intellectual inter- 
course as are literary men ; and with equal truth, 
perhaps, that none so fully recognize its value and 
importance. 

It is by such intercourse of persons of literary 
taste that the best interests of literature are sub- 
*served, the good tone of society preserved, and the 
character of our state made to shine, if not with 
equal, at least with somewhat of the enviable lustre 
of her older and more classic sister states of the east. 

A word more. That which has been said is mostly 
in reference to the building up of the society, — but 
how to make it live? There is a cement as binding 
as that of ancient Egypt, and infinitely older, though 
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ever new, which every member should bring with 
him to these meetings, — good nature! This is the 
charm of a society, and no society can exist long 
without it. Let us beware of "letting loose our 
opinions;" let us beware of the reticence that, At- 
ticus like, "just hints a fault," or of the "ill word 
that impoisons liking," or of the censorious spirit 
that, like a peripatetic nettle, neither knows rest 
itself nor will let others rest. Let us not by these 
means either commit suicide, or, on the other hand, 
allow outside influences to destroy our existence. 
But it should be said of our club, as some one has 
said of a book, — it will live by what is said in it, 
and not by that which is said out of it. 

Ladies and gentlemen: In commending this soci- 
ety to your fostering care, it does not come within 
our province on this particular occasion to dilate 
on the pleasures of literary culture. Time forbids. 
But, by way of stimulating and interesting us in 
the good work we have undertaken, let us ever bear 
in mind the language of that master in the art, 
Cicero, who tells us that 

Literature is the food of youth, the passion of manhood, and 
the amusement of old age ; it gives us honor in prosperity, and 
is a resource, a consolation, in adversity ; it makes the delight 
of the study, embarrasses us not in any situation of life ; it 
keeps us company in the night, and foUows us to the country 
and whithersoever we go. 



At the close of this address a number of new 
liames were proposed for membership. Miss Sheldon 
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furnished instrumental music, refreshments were 
served, an hour was spent in informal conversation 
on social and literary topics, according to the taste 
of the several groups into which the company nat- 
urally divided, and thus was the work of the Madi- 
son Literary Club successfully inaugurated. 

The membership list had, by the constitution, been 
restricted to fifty, and at first it was thought that 
the ranks were not likely ever to be filled. Yet, by 
March, 1878, the limit was reached, and since then 
the list has remained full, with seldom less than 
four or five applicants knocking at the door for 
entrance. 

Throughout 1878, there was no regular pro- 
gramme of vrork, members being appointed at one 
meeting to prepare papers for the next, while some 
few of the "old stand-bys" were always expected 
to bring stray MSS. in their pockets, ready to read 
in case there was a failure on the part of the ap- 
pointees, or the papers of the latter did not fill up 
the time agreed to be devoted to literary exercises. 
Some of the choicest essays ever presented to the 
club have been brouofht out under such conditions. 
The interest shown in these meetings was highly 
commendable, alike to the essayists and the audit- 
ors. The papers, that year, as will be seen from the 
list given in the appendix, wore each from forty-five 
to seventy-five minutes in length, and often elicited 
prolonged discussion. The meetings were held 
upon the first Monday evening in each month, in 
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the Vilas House parlor. The literary exercises 
commenced usually at a quarter to 8 o'clock and 
the reading of papers and the discussions upon them 
lasted until 9 : 30 and sometimes 10 o'clock, when 
refreshments, music and social intercourse ensued 
until 10:45, and sometimes later. 

The desultory method in vogue during 1878, while 
it had chanced to be fortunate in its result, came to 
be looked upon by the members as altogether too 
uncertain and liable to leave the club in the lurch; 
while it was surely too great a tax on the re- 
sources and good nature of the "stand-bys" who 
had been expected to fill up the gaps. So, at the 
December meeting, Professor O. M. Conover re- 
ported a definite programme for six evenings in 1879, 
to be devoted to a study of early English litera- 
ture — the first two to Chaucer and his age (last 
half of the fourteenth century), the third and fourth 
to the period from Chaucer to Elizabeth (1400-1558), 
and the fifth and sixth to Spenser and his age (last 
half of the sixteenth century). This programme 
was adopted and printed, in connection with a long 
list of books of reference, texts and illustrative 
works, which all members of the club, whether 
wishing to join in the discussions or not, were asked 
to study carefully in advance, in connection with 
ten-minute papers to be presented by persons whom 
the executive committee should from time to time 
select. This programme was the first printed by 
the club, and is, with its successors, carefully pre- 
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served in the archives of the club. The arrange- 
ment was, with a few omissions, faithfully carried 
out during the year, the other four evenings being 
devoted to miscellaneous essays. The rule of omit- 
ting the July and August meetings was also adopted 
at this time, owing to the fact that in those months 
the State University enjoys its vacation, and so 
many of the members were connected with that in- 
stitution that it was found difficult to secure a good 
attendance with most of them absent from the city. 
In response to a. growing demand for greater 
variety in the work of the club, a programme for 
1880 was arranged by the executive committee, 
which gave but five evenings to the study of English 
literature and five to miscellaneous topics, to alter- 
nate regularly during the year. To Professor Allen, 
of the committee, was given the task of preparing 
the list of literature topics. He assigned three 
half-hour papers to each evening, the entire series 
covering the English drama before the Common- 
wealth, excluding Shakespeare. The miscellaneous 
essays, each alternate meeting, were, like those of a 
similar character in 1879, formal papers on special 
subjects, and covering, with the attendant discussion, 
the entire time devoted to literary exercises. The 
custom was inaugurated, in this programme, of select- 
ing essayists for the entire year and publishing their 
names, with accompanying topics. There were but 
few omissions or substitutions in the execution of 
the plan, and the meetings throughout continued to 
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attract the interest of the club and its guests. Th^ 
plan was adopted by the secretary, in 1880, of send- 
ing to the members, by mail, formal notifications of 
approaching meetings, a custom still in vogue. 

The programme for 1881 was the most varied yet 
formulated, providing for but three evenings of 
English literature, three of art and four of miscel- 
laneous work. Upon each art and miscellaneous 
evening, one paper and the discussion upon it occu- 
pied the time. Upon some of the literary evenings 
there were as many as three half -hour papers. The 
course in English literature, which was arranged by 
Professor Allen, was in continuation of that pursued 
in 1880, being devoted to some of the writers, not 
dramatic, of the first half of the seventeenth cent- 
ury. All but five of the announced papers were 
read during the year. The September meeting, in 
1881, was a practical failure, because it occurred so 
early in the month that those members connected 
with the instructional corps in the State University 
and public schools had not yet returned from their 
vacation. In previous years, the September gather- 
ings had for a like reason been but meagerly at- 
tended. At the November meeting the club had 
the honor of entertaining Kristofer Jansen, the dis- 
tinguished Norwegian literator, who recited and 
sang several of the choicest ballads of his country, 
among them one from his own fertile pen. 

In the programme for 1882, there were four even- 
ings devoted to a scheme of Shakespearean study. 
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arranged by Dr. Conover, with two twenty-minute 
papers at each meeting. Two meetings were as- 
signed to the consideration of art, under Mrs. 
Sheldon's guidance, while the executive committee 
interspersed four miscellaneous evenings. It having 
been found that the discussion of the essays pre- 
sented was spasmodic, oftentimes no remarks what- 
ever being made upon them, the plan was adopted 
by the committee, this year, of assigning the task 
of leading a discussion on each paper, to two 
persons — usually of opposite sex — whose names 
appeared in the published list. This programme 
was carried out more faithfully than ever before, 
there being not over three substitutions, while each 
evening the club was fully entertained. At the 
December gathering it was decided by the club to 
meet henceforth upon the second Monday of each 
month, — excluding July and August, of course. 
The reasons for this change were: Both in April 
and November, the first Monday is the eve of 
election day, and the politicians of the club are 
quite apt to be engaged in the business of the cam- 
paign ; the first Monday in January is too near the 
holiday season to suit some members, while in Sep- 
tember the first Monday comes too early in the 
month for the educators to get settled down from 
their vacation trips. 

In 1S83, four evenings were again devoted to the 
Bard of Avon, under Professor Freeman's direction, 
the other six being given by the committee to as 
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many different topics. The plan of short papers 
was abandoned in the making up of this scheme, each 
essayist being given an evening to himself, with two 
persons to lead the discussion. "With but one acci- 
dental omission — which made room, however, for 
a delightful musical evening — this programme was 
carried out to the letter, as all subsequent pro- 
grammes have fortunately been, with the exception 
of the occasional failure of a discusser. At the 
meeting for May, 1883, it was voted to assemble 
hereafter at the Park Hotel, in the parlor of which 
hostelry the club met from June, 1883, to Septem- 
ber, 1884, inclusive. 

In 1884, but three meetings were devoted to Shakes- 
peare, the topics under that head being selected by 
Professor Freeman. As during the previous year, 
each essayist was given an evening to himself, the 
only change in the form of the programme being 
that but one person was selected to lead the dis- 
cussion, and this has been the plan followed each 
succeeding year. At its meeting on the 8th of 
October, 1884, the executive committee decided to 
call future meetings at the homes of such members 
as should voluntarily signify a desire to thus enter- 
tain the club. The first gathering under the new 
plan was held at Ladies' Hall, at the State Univer- 
sity, Mrs. Carson being the hostess. This custom 
has ever since prevailed, the following being a list 
of the club's entertainers, to date: 

October, 1884— Mrs. Carson (at Ladies' Hall). 
November, 1884 — Mrs. Bobbins. 
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December, 1881 — Mrs. Fairchild. 

January, 1885 — Miss Mills. 

February, 1885 — Prof essor Freeman. 

March, 1885 — Professor Allen. 

April, 1885— Mrs. Sheldon. 

May, 1885 — Mr. McAtee. 

June, lt^85 — Judge Jackson (at Park Hotel). 

September, 1885 — Mrs. Jones. 

October, 1885 — Mrs. Hoyt. 

November, 1885 — Mrs. Hobbina. 

December, 1885 — Mrs. Mason. 

January, 1886— Mrs. Sheldon. 

February, 1886 — Dr. Bascom. 

March, 1886 — Mrs. Jones. 

April, 1886 — Dr. Gapen (at Unitarian Church). 

May, 1886 — Mr. Morris. 

June, 1886— Mrs. Fairchild. 

September, 1886 — Judge Bunn. 

October, 1S8B — Mrs. Mason. 

November, 1886 — Professor Steams. 

December, 1888— Judge Cassoday. 

During the year 1884 the club lost by death Dr. 
O. M. Oonover and Mrs. H. M. Lewis, who had from 
the first been prominently identified with its devel- 
opment, and among its most popular members. 
Suitable resolutions of regret were adopted in each 
case. 

The programme for 1885 presented the greatest 
variety thus far given. But one paper on English 
literature was provided for, — and that on Words- 
worth ; there was one evening devoted to American 
literature, while the rest were spent on miscellaneous 
topics. Like its predecessor, this scheme was car- 
ried out to the letter, and apparently to the satisfac- 
tion of every member. 

The 188G programme was chiefly made up with 
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lectures on widely- varying topics, by specialists in the 
several branches covered, the committee's method 
apparently being to select ten members who were 
known to be engaged in distinctive fields of investiga- 
tion, and assign to them popular subjects which it 
was presumed they had well 'in hand. The same 
method was adopted, so far as possible, in the com- 
pilation of the programme for 1887, upon the con- 
sideration of which the club is about to enter. 

It will be seen, upon a perusal of this necessarily 
brief outline of the club's work, that the decade of 
its existence has brought about material changes in 
its methods. The club started a^ a sort of "free 
parliament " or experience meeting, to which mem- 
bers were expected to bring chips from their indi- 
vidual literary workshops, in the shape of stray 
MSS. or verbal relations. Then came a period when 
subjects and writers were named at one meeting 
for the succeeding one. Soon it developed into an 
Early English Literature study club, each member be- 
ing supposed to follow a specified course of reading, 
with certain members assigned to crystallize the top- 
ics into short papers of ten or twenty minutes each — 
three or four such papers being presented in an even- 
ing; added to these, were readings from the authors 
treated, and a free discussion, led by stated members, 
at each pause in the advertised programme. Gradu- 
ally the papers became longer and fewer, developing 
from mere sketchy outlines of topics into carefully- 
written essays. After a time, English literature ap- 
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peared to pall on the tastes of some of the members, 
and variety was occasionally given in the form of 
essays on miscellaneous topics. Then came one paper 
an evening, with another person to lead the discus- 
sion, still greater variety and less English litera- 
ture. In 1886, as we have seen, the society's work 
had fully developed from that of a study club into 
something akin to a lecture course, with specialists 
to entertain monthly audiences composed of mem- 
bers and their invited guests — a condition of affairs 
to be repeated in 1887. This evolution has come 
about as the recult of demands upon the part of in- 
dividual members; the executive committee has 
endeavored to keep fully abreast of popular opinion 
in the club, and, judging by the continued large 
attendance on the meetings and the interest appar- 
ently taken by all in the proceedings, this endeavor 
has been fairly successful. Among fifty individuals, 
of both sexes, and in years ranging from early man- 
hood to the biblical allotment, there are naturally 
wide differences of taste, all of which it would be 
impracticable to satisfy ; it is but the general trend of 
desire which the committee can hope to gratify, and 
that trend appears to be toward the course now 
followed. 
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THE PAPERa 

Following is a list of the essayists, readers, etc., and their 
subjects, from the beginning of the club's history to the close 
of the year 1886: 

Nov. 5, 1877 — Dr. Joseph Hobbins, "The Mission of the 
Club." 

Dec. 8, 1877 — Dr. John Basoom, "Culture." 
4 Jan. 8, 1878 — Mr. Consul W. Butterfield, " Social Intercourse 
in its Relation to Literature." 

Feb. 4, 1878 — Prof. James R. Stuart, "German Art" 

March 4, 1878 — Mr. Charles Noble Gregory, " Leigh Hunt." 
^ AprU 1, 1878 — Miss Ella A. GUes, " Ethics in Etiquette." 
^ May 6, 1878 — Prof. Rasmus B. Anderson, " Odin." 

June 8, 1878— Mrs. Sarah F. Dean, "What ShaU We Talk 
About? " 

^ July 1, 1878 — Prof. William F. Allen, " Freedom of Thought 
and Speech." 
^ Aug. 5, 1878 — Dr. Clark Gapen, "Roots and Rootlets of 
Character ; " original poem by Maj. Charles George Mayers, 
"Mendota." 

Sept. 18, 1878 — Prof. O. M. Conover, "Hellenic and other 
Ancient Faiths, as touching the Future Life ; " original poem 
by Miss Ella Wheeler, founded on a reminiscence of Louis 
XIV. 

Oct. 7, 1878 — Mrs. C. D. Adsit, of Milwaukee, " Engravings 
and Etchings." 

Nov. 4, 1878 — Dr. Edward A, Birge, "George Eliot's 
Novels." 

Dec. 2, 1878 — Mrs. Burr W. Jones, " Life in Attic Greece." 

Jan. 6, 1879 — Rev. Dr. Charles H, Richards, " The Childhood 
of Genius." 
VFeb. 8, 1879 — Gen. Edwin E. Bryant, "The Language of 

8 
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Chaucer ; " Miss GeneTieve Mills, select reading from the " Can- 
terbury Tales." 

March 8, 1879 — Prof. David B. Frankenburger, *• Sources of 
Chaucer's Stories; '* Miss S. A. Carver, select readings from the 
" Troilus and Creseide,'* and from the minor poems of Chaucer ; 
Dr. Edward A. Birge, " Mandeville's Travels ; " Mrs. Sarah F. 
Dean, "Vision of Piers Plowman;" Miss Fannie Walbridg«, 
"John Barbour;" Miss Alice Frisby, "Gower's Confessio 
Amantis ; " Miss Abbie Stuart, " Some other English Poets and 
Prose- Writers of Chaucer's Age." 

April 8, 1879 — Hon. Burr W. Jones, "The Law-Suits of 
Primitive Societies." 

May 5, 1879 — Miss Jessie Craig, " The Scotch Poets,— King 
James I., Dunbar and G^win Douglass ; " Mrs. Alexander Kerr, 
"The Scotch Poets, — Henryson, Blind Harry and Sir David 
Lindsay;^' Mr. Alfred H. Bright, "English Poets,— Ckxjleve, 
Lydgate and Skelton ; " Major Charles George Mayers, " Eng- 
lish Poets, — Hawes, Wyatt and Surrey ; " Mrs. John C. Nader, 
" Ballad Poetry." 

June 2, 1879 — Prof. Edward T. Owen, "Malory's Morte 
d'Arthur ; " Mr. Consul W. Butteriield, " Paston Letters ; " Mrs. 
Henry M. Lewis, "Sir Thomas More;" Mr. Charles Noble 
Gregory, " Lord Bemers' Froissart." 

Sept. 4, 1879 — Mrs. Alexander Kerr, " England in the Age 
of Spenser; " Mrs. Edward C. Mason, " The Life of Spenser." 

Oct. 6, 1879— Dr. Joseph Hobbins, **Two Years of Club 
Work;" Prof. John C. Freeman, "'Sir Philip Sidney;" Miss 
Ella A. Giles, " Minor Poets of Spenser's Age." 

Nov. 8, 1879— Dr. James D. Butler, "Luther's Rock of 
Refuge, and the Sanctuaries of St. Elizabeth ; " Mr. Charles L 
King, " Edgar A. Poe." 

Dec. 1, 1879 — Rev. Dr. Charles H. Richards, "The Ideal 
Basis of Art ; " Miss Genevieve Mills, Miss H. M. Cggleston and 
Miss Jessie Craig, select readings from Spenser's "Faerie 
Queen," — first, fourth and fifth books, respectively. 

Jan. 5, 1880 — Dr. O. M. Conover, "Mysteries and Miracle 
Plays;" Prof. Eld ward T. Owen, "Interludes and Farces;" 
Miss Helen D. Street, " Pageants and Masques." 

Feb. 2, 1880— Mrs. Delia E. Carson, "Fra Angelioo;" Dr. 
James D. Butler, "The Hapax Logomena in Shakespeare.** 
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March 1, 1880 — Mr. Reuben G. Thwaites, "Tlie Early Lon- 
don Theaters;" Maj. Charles George Mayers, "Early Plays 
used by Shakespeare;" Dr. Edward A. Birge, "Christopher 
Marlowe." 

AprU 5, 1880 — Prof. Roland D. Irving, " Modem Geological 
Theory;" Rev. John E. Wright, "The Debt we owe to 
Chivalry." 

May 3, 1880 — Miss H. M. Eggleston, " Life of Ben Jonson;" 
Mr. Alfred H. Bright, "Sejanus." 

June 7, 1880 — Prof. William W. Daniells, "PubUc Educar 
tion and Suffrage." 
4 Sept. 6, 1880 — Miss Ella A. GUes, "The Lives of Beaumont 

and Fletcher." 
^ Oct. 6, 1880 — Mr. Philip H. Perkins, "The Knight of the 
Burning Pestle;" Mrs. Alexander Kerr, "The Home Life of 
Southey and Coleridge." 
^ Nov. 8, 1880— Prof. William F. Allen, " The Duke'of Milan ; " 
Dr. Clark Gapen, "The Character and Work of Bjornstjeme 
Bjomson." 
4 Dec. 8, 1880 — Rev. Henry M. Simmons, " Dante." 
^ Jan. 3, 1881— Pi-of. David B. Frankenburger, "The Life 
and Works of Sir John Suckling ; " Mrs. Henry M. Lewis, " The 
Life and Works of Robert Herrick." 
Feb. 7, 1881 — Prof. James R. Stuart, " Etching." 
W March 7, 1881 — Miss A. A. Woodwai'd, piano selections from 
Beethoven; Miss Jessie Craig, select readings illustrative of 
Beethoven's character and work. 

April 4, 1881 — Prof. John M. Clin, "Bacon as a Lawyer;" 
Mr. John Murdoch, "Bacon in His Relation to Modem Sci- 



ence." 



^ May 2, 1881 — Miss A. A. Woodward, " Music as a Means of 
Development and Expression of the Inner Life of Nations," 
illustrated by vocal and instrumental performances by the 
essayist and a number of amateur musicians. 
June 13, 1881 — Dr. James D. Butler, "English Folk-Lore." 
Oct. 3, 1881 — Miss Lucinda McGinnis, "The Life and Works 
of Su- Walter Raleigh." 

Nov. 7, 1881 — Mr. Charles N. Gregory, " Paintings in Madi- 
son," with specimens ; Rev. Kristofer Jansen. the Norwegian 
poet and novelist, sang some of his national ballads. 
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Dec. 5, 1881 — Prof. Samuel Shaw, "Recent Polar Explora- 
tion;" Dr. Clark G^pen, ** Recent African Exploration." 
^ Jan. 9, 1882 — Prof. WiUiam H. Roeenstengel, "Life and 

Works of Frederick Bodenstedt." 
H Feb. 6, 1882 — Prof. WUliam F. Allen, "Shakespeare as a 
Person;" Judge Romanzo Bunn, "Shakespeare's Minor 
Poems." 
^ March 6, 1882 — Prof. David B. Frankenburger, "The Order 
of Composition, and the Sources, of Shakespeare's Plays;" 
Mrs. Shepard L. Sheldon, "The Dramatic Art of Shakea- 
peare." 
April 3, 1882 — Dr. Edward A. Birge. "Lamarck." 
4 May 1, 1882 — Mr. Philip H. Perkins, "Origin and History 
of the Plafy of Hamlet;" Prof. John C. Freeman, "The Char- 
acter of Hamlet." 
^ June 5, 1882 — Musical evening, under the direction of Mjbb 
A. A. Woodward. 

Sept. 4, 1882 — Prof. Albert O. Wright, " The Institutions of 
Early Europe." 
4 Oct. 2, 1882 — Gen. Edwin E. Bryant, "Tlie Minor Charac- 
ters in Hamlet; " Rev. Dr. Charles H. Richards, "Shakespeare's 
Character, as learned from Hamlet." 

Nov. 13, 1882 — Mrs. Alexander Kerr. "Caroline Fox;" Dr. 
James D. Butler, " The Portraits of Clu-istopher Columbus." 
>i Dec. 4, 1882— Prof. William F. Allen, "The History and 
Methods of Wood Engraving," with specimens of the art; 
Prof. James R. Stuart, " Artistic Details in Wood Engraving." 
>^ Jan. 8, 1883 — Prof. Rasmus B. Anderson, " Sandor Petofi, the 
Hungarian Patriot-Martyr and National Lyric Poet ; " Miss A. A. 
Woodward rendered a selection of Hungarian national airs upon 
the piano ; Prof. James D. Butler read some of Petofi's poems. 
Feb. 12, 1883 — Rev. William A. McAtee, "Buddha, the 
Saint of Northern India." 
4 March 12, 1883— Rev. Joseph H. Crooker, " Thomas Carlyle." 
April 9, 1883 — Prof. John C. Freeman, "What Periods are 
Recognizable in Shakespeare's Dramatic Career? " 

May 14, 1883 — Prof. James R. Stuart, "Art Methods — 
Particularly Etching," with specimens from General Chap- 
man's collection. 
V Jime 11, 1883 — Musical evening (Schubert), under the direo- 
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tion of Miss A. A. Woodward; Miss Jessie Craig read selec- 
tioiis upoo the life and work of Schubert. 

Sept. 10, 1888 — Dr. James D. Butler, ** The Character of Sir 
John Falstaff " (read by Major Mayers). 

Oct. 8, 1883 — Mr. Charles N. Gregory, " The Fairy Mythol- 
ogy of Shakespeare." 

Nov. 12, 1883 — Judge Romanzo Bunu, "Prince Hal Tersus 
King Henry V." 

Dec. 10, 1883 — Mr. Reuben G. Thwaites, " Historical Review 
of Rocky Mountain Exploration." 
V Jan. 14, 1884 — Mr. Consul W. Butterfield, " The Old French 
Fort at Prairie du Chien " (read by Major Mayers) ; Dr. James 
D. Butler, ** Wonders of the Western WUd." 

Feb. 11, 1884 — Prof. WilUam W. Danielis, " Air and Food." 

March 10, 1884 — Mrs. Shepai-d L. Sheldon, **Cymbeline." 

V ApriJ 14, 1884 — Miss Ella A. GUes, ** Modern Fiction." 

J May 12, 1884 — Mrs. Henry M. Lewis, **Percival;" Miss 
Lucinda McGinnis, select readings from Percival's poems. 

i June 9, 1884 — Musical evening, under Miss A. A. Wood- 
ward's direction. 

^ Sept. 8, 1884 — Prof. William F. Allen, *• Coriolanus in His- 
tory and in Shakespeare;" Prof. J. H. Carpenter, "A Trip to 
Alaska." 

V Oct. 13, 1884 — Prof. William H. Rosenstengel, "The Faust 
Legends." 

Nov. 10, 1884 — Dr. Joseph Hobbins, "On the Status of our 
Club;" Prof. David B. Frankenburger, *' Great Shakespearean 
. Actors." 

Dec. 8, 1884 — Rev. Dr. Charles H. Richards, " The Victorian 

/oets." 
Jan. 12. 1885 — Dr. Clark Gapen, " Hygiene." 
4 Feb. 9, 1885 — Miss Ella A. GUes, ** Robert Browning" (read 
by Miss Woodward). 

March 9, 1885 — Dr. James D. Butler, ** Taychoberah ; or, 
The Four Lake Country." 

AprU 13, 1885— Mrs. Shepard L. Sheldon, ** Art in America," 
with specimens. 
May 11, 1885 — Mr. Charles N. Gregory, "American Poets." 
June 8, 1885 — Judge Mortimer M. Jackson, "DanieT Web- 
ster," 
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Sept. 14, 1885 — Gen. Lucius Fairchild, "Spain," illustrated 
by stereoptioon views. 

Oct. 12, 1885 — Dr. Edward A. Birge, "Darwin's Influence 
on the Thought of the Century." 
H Nov. 9, 1885 — Prof. David B. Frankenburger, " Shakespear- 
ean Actors." 

Dec. 14, 1885 — Judge Romanzo Bunn, "Wordsworth." 

Jan. 11, 1886 — Mrs. Sarali F. Conover, "Athens." 

Feb. 8, 1886 — Dr. John Bascom, "Socialism."- 

March 8, 1886 — Prof. John W. Steams, " The Argentine Re- 
public" 

April 12, 1886— Prof. Roland D. Irving, " The Lake Superior 
Region." 

May 10, 1886 — Mr. Reuben G. Thwaites, "The Bfack Hawk 
War." 

June 14, 1886 — Judge John B. Cassoday, "Lord Mansfield." 
A Sept. 13, 1886 — Rev. Joseph H. Crocker, "Steps of Piogreas 
in our Knowledge of Oriental Religions." 
4 Oct. 11, 1886 — Prof. William F. Allen, " The Roman Forum," 
illustrated by stereopticon views. 

Nov. 11, 1886— Prof. John C. Freeman, "The Origin and 
Progress of Prose Fiction." 

Dec. 13, 1886- Prof. James D. Butler, "Our Composite 
Nationality." 

SUMMARY. 

Dr. Butler leads the list of those members who have for- 
mally done duty the past nine years, upon the club programmes, 
his name appearing nine times in the above review; Miss 
Woodward and Professor Allen have each been called upon 
six times — the former chiefly as director of the musical even- 
ings ; Professors Birge and Frankenburger, Miss Giles and Mr. 
Gregory have each officiated five times ; Professor Freeman, 
Dr. Gapen, Mrs. Kerr, Mrs. King (Miss Craig), Dr. Richards 
and Professor Stuart did duty four times each ; Judge Bunn, 
Mr. Butterfield, Mrs. Conover (Mrs. Dean), Dr. Hobbins, Mrs. 
Lewis, Major Mayers, Mrs. Sheldon and Mr. Thwaites have 
each appeared three times; Professor Anderson, Dr. Bascom, 
Mr. Bright, General Bryant, Dr. Conover, Mr. Crocker, Pro- 
fessor Daniells, Miss Eggleston, Professor Irving, Miss McGin- 
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nis, Miss Mills, Professor Owen, Mr. Perkins and Professor 
Rosenstengel came on twice each; while Judge Carpenter, 
Mrs. Carson, Miss Carver, Judge Cassoday, General Fairchild, 
Miss Frishy, Judge Jackson, Mr. and Mrs. Jones, Mr. King, 
Mr. McAtee, Mrs. Mason, Miss Mills, Mr. Murdoch, Mrs. Nader, 
Professor Olin, Professor Sha!w, Mr. Simmons, Professor Steams, 
Miss Street, Mrs. Murdoch (Miss Stuart), Miss Walbridge, Mrs. 
Wilcox (Miss Wheeler), Professor A. O. Wright and Mr. J. E. 
Wright have appeared but once each. Major Mayers has twice 
been called on to read papers by absent authors and Miss 
Woodward once. Mrs. Adsit, of Milwaukee, and Mr. Jansen, 
the celebrated Norwegian literator, have also addressed the 
club, — the only persons outside of its membership who have 
done so. 

Of the 144 subjects above recited, there have been sixty 
essays and addresses on English literature, twelve on various 
topics that may be classed under the head of social science, ten 
upon art topics, eight historical papers, nine select readings, 
seven papers on travel and physical geography, six on Ameri- 
can literature, five on the natural sciences, four on the mission 
of the club, three on theology, three on exploration, two on 
subjects connected with the stage, two on Norse literature, two 
on German literature, and one each on music, Norse mythology* 
ItaUan literature and Hungarian literature ; there have been 
five evenings chiefly devoted to music, and two unpublished f L" 9 i 

poems have been read to the dub by their authors. 



THE OFFICIAL LIST. 



1877-78 — President, Dr. Joseph Hobbins : Vice-Presidents, Dr. 
John Dascom and Mrs. S. L. Sheldon; Secretary, 
Miss Ella A. Giles; Treasurer, Mr. Charles N. 
Gregory. 

1878-79 — President, Dr. Hobbins; Vice-Presidents, Dr. Basconi 
and Mrs. Slieldon; Secretary, Miss Giles; Treas- 
urer, Prof. R. B. Anderson. 

1879-80 — President, Dr. Hobbins; Vice-Presidents, Dr. O. M. 
Conover and Mrs. Sheldon ; Secretary, Mrs. Burr 
W. Jones ; Treasurer, Dr. Clark Gapen. 

1880-81 — President, Prof. Wm. F. Allen ; Vice-Presidents, Dr. 
C. H. Richards and Mrs. Joseph Hobbins; Secre- 
tary, Mr. R. G. Thwaites; Treasurer, Mrs. W. W. 
Daniells [resignedJune 6th, and succeeded by Miss 
GUes]. 

1881-82 — President, Dr. Hobbins ; Vice-Presidents, Dr. Conover 
and Mrs. Sheldon ; Secretary, Miss Lucinda McGin- 
nis ; Treasurer, Prof. Samuel Shaw. 

1882-83 — President, Dr. Hobbins ; Vice-Presidents, Mrs. Alex. 
Kerr and Prof. J. C. Freeman ; Secretary, Mra. H. 
M.* Lewis ; Treasurer, Mrs. Jones. 

1883-84 — President, Dr. Hobbins ; Vice-Presidents, Judge 
Romanzo Bunn and Miss A. A. Woodward ; Seo- 

• retary , Miss Genevieve Mills ; Treasurer, Mr. P. H. 

Perkins. 

1884-86 — President, Dr. Hobbms; Vice-Presidents, Prof. W. 
W. Daniells and Mrs. D. E. Carson ; Secretary, Miss 
Giles ; Treasurer, Mr. C. N. Brown. 

1885-88 — President, Dr. Hobbins ; Vice-Presidents, Dr. J. D. 
Butler and Mrs. S. F. Conover; Secretary, Mr. 
Thwaites ; Treasurer, Mr. Brown. 

1886-87 — President, Dr. Hobbins ; Vice-Presidents, Prof. J. W. 
Stearns and Mrs. Kerr; Secretary, Mr. Thwaites; 
Treasurer, Mr. Brown. 
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